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AMBUSHED 


Deputy was 
enthusiastic 
about law 
enforcement, 
family life 


By Noelle Phillips, 

John Leyba, Larry Ryckman 
and Tom McGhee 

The Denver Post 


Zackari Parrish, the Douglas 
County sheriffs deputy killed ina 
New Year’s Eve ambush, had 
boundless energy that fueled him 
through the night shift and kept 
him going during the day so he 
could play with his two young 
daughters. 

“He was just joy- 


ous and vibrant 
j y about the work he 
æ“ © . was doing,” said 


J Lacey Knight, a 
E — friend. “He was 
A : tremendously ex- 
cited and in love 
with his wife and 
those two girls. 
They were his 
whole life.” 

Parrish, 29, was gunned down 
Sunday morning while respond- 
ing to a domestic disturbance at 
the Copper Canyon Apartments 
on East County Line Road in 
Highlands Ranch. Three other 
Douglas County Sheriffs Office 
deputies and a Castle Rock Police 
Department officer were wound- 
ed in the shootout, Sheriff Tony 
Spurlock said. Two residents also 
were wounded, and the shooter 
was killed. 

Parrish is survived by his wife 
and two daughters. 

Hours after the shooting, Par- 
rish’s body was carried from Lit- 
tleton Adventist Hospital in a 
hearse that was followed by a pro- 
cession of 60 law enforcement 
vehicles from across the region. 
Firefighters and everyday citizens 
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Zackari 
Parrish 


Chaotic scene: Residents of the 
apartment complex describe a 


Police investigate the scene of an early-morning shootout Sunday that led to the death of a Douglas County sheriff’s deputy in 
Highlands Ranch. Deputy Zackari Parrish, 29, was killed and four other deputies were wounded. Helen H. Richardson, The Denver Post 


Gunman kills Douglas County deputy; six people are injured 


By Tom McGhee, 
Kevin Simpson 

and Larry Ryckman 
The Denver Post 


The gunman who killed a 
Douglas County deputy and 
wounded four law enforcement 
officers Sunday ambushed them 
after they responded to a do- 
mestic disturbance call at a 
Highlands Ranch apartment 
complex, Sheriff Tony Spurlock 
said. 

“He knew we were coming,” 
Spurlock said. He said the gun- 
man used a rifle and fired at 
least 100 rounds. The gunman, 
identified as a 37-year-old for- 
mer soldier and lawyer, was 
killed in a shootout with offi- 


Copper Canyon Apartments, a 
collection of two-story brick 
buildings near County Line 
Road. After the officers entered 
the suspect’s apartment, he bar- 
ricaded himself inside a bed- 
room and then unleashed a vol- 
ley of gunfire. All the officers 
were wearing bulletproof vests 
but were struck in unprotected 
parts of their bodies. 

“They all went down, almost 
within seconds of each other,” 
Spurlock said at a news confer- 
ence. The wounded deputies 
crawled away while others re- 
sponded. Deputy Zackari Par- 
rish, 29, was identified as the 
slain officer. Spurlock said Par- 
rish was shot several times. 

“When (Parrish) was shot, 


A bystander stands on the side of the road on Broadway 
holding an American flag as a procession leaves Littleton cers. 


morning filled with gunfire, the 
scream of a woman and heavily 


and went down, the other offi- 


Four deputies arrived togeth- cers went down right around 


Adventist Hospital with the fallen officer who was shot and 


armed SWAT officers. »6A 


killed. John Leyba, The Denver Post 


er at the gunman’s home in the 


SHOOTING »7A 


State minimum wage takes second step up in 2018 


By Aldo Svaldi 
The Denver Post 


Mas Torito, owner of Kokoro 
Restaurant, was in the minority 
among his peers but with the 
majority of Colorado voters 
when he backed a ballot mea- 
sure in 2016 to lift Colorado’s 
minimum wage to $12 an hour by 


2020. 

Although Torito knew he 
would have to cover those high- 
er costs, he believed it was the 
right thing to do. 

What caught him off guard, 
however, was how quickly wage 
increases have had to come. 

“Our feeling is that the labor 
market is so strong and unem- 


ployment so low that we have 
had to increase pay multiple 
times a year,” said Torito. “Our 
kitchen employees start at $12.50 
an hour as of (last) September. 
The $11.50 we had been paying 
earlier in the year wasn’t keep- 
ing up.” 

On Monday, Colorado’s mini- 
mum wage rose to $10.20 an 


hour from $9.30, which follows 
an increase a year earlier from 
$8.41. Two more increases are 
coming at the start of 2019 and 
2020. 

Colorado joins 18 states and 19 
local governments that will ad- 
just the minimum wage higher in 
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CHIEF JUSTICE 
TARGETS COURT 
HARASSMENT 


Chief Justice Roberts plans 
protections for employees 
from sexual harassment, saying 
the judiciary “is not immune” 
from the problem. »11A 
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What to expect when you call Applewood: 
e Ajob done RIGHT the first time! y- 


r - 
e Screened & licensed techs ESB 4 
ee) a T 


e Fully stocked trucks ase 


PPLEWOOD 
PLUMBING HEATING & ELECTRIC 


SINCE 1973 


303-328-3089  - rottow-up phone call 


OFF ANY 
! SERVICE 


| Limit1 coupon per transaction. 


e Your satisfaction is our #1 priority 


ApplewoodFixit.com 
OPEN 6AM to 10PM 7 DAYS A WEEK 


